
Books in Support of
Virtue Education

“For the book saith, al that is writen for oure doctrine is written.”
--Geoffrey Chaucer, from the “Retraction” of The Canterbury Tales

I’m a big believer that inspiration and direction can come from anywhere: the World is 
generally untidy when it comes to storing its wisdom, so you never know what useful nuggets 
you might find where. I offer this as explanation should you come across something on this 
list that makes you go, “Huh – curious addition.”

Essentially, a book makes the list if it A) was enjoyable to read (i.e. not a jargony slog), B) has  
more than one provocative idea, and C) offers positive suggestions. Hopefully you’ll find 
something intriguing, and hopefully you’ll have a similar reaction.

Please feel free to print and/or share. Enjoy!

  General Thinking about Education and Learning

Baehr, Jason. Deep in Thought: A Practical Guide to Teaching for Intellectual 
Virtues. Harvard Education Press, 2022.

Dewey, John. The Child and the Curriculum. University of Chicago Press, 1902.

Illich, Ivan. Deschooling Society. Harper & Row, 1971.

Kirschner, Paul A. and Carl Hendrick. How Learning Happens, 2  nd   ed  . 
Routledge, 2024.

Mehta, Jal and Sarah M. Fine. In Search of Deeper Learning: The Quest to 
Remake the American High School. Harvard University Press, 2020.

Tyack, David. The One Best System: A History of American Urban Education. 
Harvard University Press, 1974.

Writing about Virtues

OVERALL
Baehr, Jason. Educating for Intellectual Virtues. jasonbaehr.wordpress.com, 

published 2013.

https://bookshop.org/p/books/deep-in-thought-a-practical-guide-to-teaching-for-intellectual-virtues-jason-baehr/6227541bdcc1f3c3?ean=9781682536704&next=t
https://bookshop.org/p/books/deep-in-thought-a-practical-guide-to-teaching-for-intellectual-virtues-jason-baehr/6227541bdcc1f3c3?ean=9781682536704&next=t
https://jasonbaehr.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/ed4iv.doc
https://www.hup.harvard.edu/books/9780674637825
https://bookshop.org/p/books/in-search-of-deeper-learning-the-quest-to-remake-the-american-high-school-jal-mehta/9dee0f918190ad98?ean=9780674248250&next=t
https://bookshop.org/p/books/in-search-of-deeper-learning-the-quest-to-remake-the-american-high-school-jal-mehta/9dee0f918190ad98?ean=9780674248250&next=t
https://uk.bookshop.org/p/books/how-learning-happens-seminal-works-in-educational-psychology-and-what-they-mean-in-practice-paul-a-kirschner/7608940?ean=9781032498393&next=t
https://archive.org/details/ivan-illich-deschooling-society/page/n15/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/childandcurricul00deweuoft
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Baehr, Jason. The Inquiring Mind: On Intellectual Virtues and Virtue 
Epistemology. Oxford University Press, 2011.

Battaly, Heather, ed. The Routledge Handbook of Virtue Epistemology. Oxford 
University Press, 2018.

Battaly, Heather, ed. Virtue and Vice, Moral and Epistemic. MIT Press, 2010.

Bregman, Rutger, Moral Ambition. Little Brown & Co, 2025.

Peterson, Christopher and Martin E. P. Seligman. Character Strengths and 
Virtues: A Handbook and Classification. Oxford University Press, 2004.

Ritchhart, Ron. Intellectual Character: What It Is, Why It Matters, and How to 
Get It. John Wiley & Sons, 2002.

Roberts, Robert C. & W. Jay Wood. Intellectual Virtues: An Essay in Regulative 
Epistemology. Oxford University Press, 2007.

Zagzebski, Linda Trinkaus. Virtues of the Mind: An Inquiry into the Nature of 
Virtue and the Ethical Foundations of Knowledge. Cambridge University 
Press, 1996.

IMAGINATION
Phillips, James and James Morley, eds. Imagination and Its Pathologies. The 

MIT Press, 2003.

Taylor, Marjorie, ed. The Oxford Handbook of the Development of Imagination. 
Oxford University Press, 2013.

 

 Curriculum Development

Connolly, F. Michael, et al. The SAGE Handbook of Curriculum and Instruction. 
SAGE Publications, 2008.

Petersen, Neal, et al. Innovative Curriculum Design: Bridging the Theory-
Practice Divide in Work-Integrated Learning to Foster Self-Directed 
Learning. AOSIS, 2023.

Pieters, Jules, et al., eds. Collaborative Curriculum Design for Sustainable 
Innovation and Teacher Learning. Springer Nature Switzerland AG, 2020.

Williamson, Ben. The Future of the Curriculum: School Knowledge in the Digital 
Age. MIT Press, 2013.

https://archive.org/details/FutureOfTheCurriculum
https://archive.org/details/FutureOfTheCurriculum
https://uk.bookshop.org/p/books/collaborative-curriculum-design-for-sustainable-innovation-and-teacher-learning-joke-voogt/a853128da4efb0a8?ean=9783030200640&next=t
https://uk.bookshop.org/p/books/collaborative-curriculum-design-for-sustainable-innovation-and-teacher-learning-joke-voogt/a853128da4efb0a8?ean=9783030200640&next=t
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Yolande-Heymans/publication/375461966_Innovative_curriculum_design_Bridging_the_theory-practice_divide_in_work-integrated_learning_to_foster_Self-Directed_Learning/links/654bcfbcb86a1d521bc797ba/Innovative-curriculum-design-Bridging-the-theory-practice-divide-in-work-integrated-learning-to-foster-Self-Directed-Learning.pdf?_tp=eyJjb250ZXh0Ijp7ImZpcnN0UGFnZSI6InB1YmxpY2F0aW9uIiwicGFnZSI6InB1YmxpY2F0aW9uIn19
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Yolande-Heymans/publication/375461966_Innovative_curriculum_design_Bridging_the_theory-practice_divide_in_work-integrated_learning_to_foster_Self-Directed_Learning/links/654bcfbcb86a1d521bc797ba/Innovative-curriculum-design-Bridging-the-theory-practice-divide-in-work-integrated-learning-to-foster-Self-Directed-Learning.pdf?_tp=eyJjb250ZXh0Ijp7ImZpcnN0UGFnZSI6InB1YmxpY2F0aW9uIiwicGFnZSI6InB1YmxpY2F0aW9uIn19
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Yolande-Heymans/publication/375461966_Innovative_curriculum_design_Bridging_the_theory-practice_divide_in_work-integrated_learning_to_foster_Self-Directed_Learning/links/654bcfbcb86a1d521bc797ba/Innovative-curriculum-design-Bridging-the-theory-practice-divide-in-work-integrated-learning-to-foster-Self-Directed-Learning.pdf?_tp=eyJjb250ZXh0Ijp7ImZpcnN0UGFnZSI6InB1YmxpY2F0aW9uIiwicGFnZSI6InB1YmxpY2F0aW9uIn19
https://uk.bookshop.org/p/books/the-sage-handbook-of-curriculum-and-instruction-f-michael-connelly/598151?ean=9781412909907&next=t
https://uk.bookshop.org/p/books/the-oxford-handbook-of-the-development-of-imagination-marjorie-taylor/3768215?ean=9780195395761&next=t
https://archive.org/details/isbn_0262162148/page/n3/mode/2up
https://uk.bookshop.org/p/books/virtues-of-the-mind-an-inquiry-into-the-nature-of-virtue-and-the-ethical-foundations-of-knowledge-linda-trinkaus-zagzebski/2560265?ean=9780521578264&next=t
https://uk.bookshop.org/p/books/virtues-of-the-mind-an-inquiry-into-the-nature-of-virtue-and-the-ethical-foundations-of-knowledge-linda-trinkaus-zagzebski/2560265?ean=9780521578264&next=t
https://uk.bookshop.org/p/books/intellectual-virtues-an-essay-in-regulative-epistemology-robert-c-roberts/cb4a2d22868253f6?ean=9780199575701&next=t
https://uk.bookshop.org/p/books/intellectual-virtues-an-essay-in-regulative-epistemology-robert-c-roberts/cb4a2d22868253f6?ean=9780199575701&next=t
https://uk.bookshop.org/p/books/intellectual-character-what-it-is-why-it-matters-and-how-to-get-it-r-ritchhart/1622718?ean=9780787972783&next=t
https://uk.bookshop.org/p/books/intellectual-character-what-it-is-why-it-matters-and-how-to-get-it-r-ritchhart/1622718?ean=9780787972783&next=t
https://uk.bookshop.org/p/books/character-strengths-and-virtues-a-handbook-and-classification-christopher-peterson/3377144?ean=9780195167016&next=t
https://uk.bookshop.org/p/books/character-strengths-and-virtues-a-handbook-and-classification-christopher-peterson/3377144?ean=9780195167016&next=t
https://bookshop.org/p/books/moral-ambition-stop-wasting-your-talent-and-start-making-a-difference-rutger-bregman/5e4640a0373b0166?ean=9780316580359&next=t
https://mitpressbookstore.mit.edu/book/9781444335620
https://bookshop.org/p/books/the-routledge-handbook-of-virtue-epistemology-heather-battaly/59c194022926c15b?ean=9780367571085&next=t
https://dl.booksee.org/genesis/818000/2900b65c80684746e1a1640760782d93/_as/%5BJason_Baehr%5D_The_Inquiring_Mind_On_Intellectual_(BookSee.org).pdf
https://dl.booksee.org/genesis/818000/2900b65c80684746e1a1640760782d93/_as/%5BJason_Baehr%5D_The_Inquiring_Mind_On_Intellectual_(BookSee.org).pdf
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Other

Balshaw, Maria. Gathering of Strangers: Why Museums Matter. Tate Publishing, 
2024.

Bregman, Rutger. Humankind. Little Brown & Co, 2021.

Chambers, Becky. Monk and Robot. Tordotcom, 2025.

Quinn, Daniel. Ishmael. Bantam, 1995.

Ritchie, Hannah. Not the End of the World. Penguin Random House, 2024.

https://bookshop.org/p/books/not-the-end-of-the-world-how-we-can-be-the-first-generation-to-build-a-sustainable-planet-hannah-ritchie/6d4adcfe7e33d02b?ean=9780316536752&next=t
https://bookshop.org/p/books/ishmael-a-novel-daniel-quinn/47f6877122bac57f?ean=9780553375404&next=t
https://bookshop.org/p/books/monk-and-robot-a-psalm-for-the-wild-built-and-a-prayer-for-the-crown-shy-becky-chambers/927dc78f66d0e4b0?ean=9781250386335&next=t
https://bookshop.org/p/books/humankind-a-hopeful-history-rutger-bregman/e041d2e9eea88d6b?ean=9780316418522&next=t
https://bookshop.org/p/books/gathering-of-strangers-why-museums-matter-maria-balshaw/04693d621cd8bdc5?ean=9781849769136&next=t

